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Case Opening
OBJECTIVES

By the end of this module you will be able to:

• discuss new case opening screens.
• describe a corporate parent.
• identify changes for split and transfer cases.
• explain changes to the origin field.

By the end of this module you will be able to:

•discuss new Case Opening screens.
•describe a Corporate Parent.
•identify changes for split and transfer cases.
•explain changes to the involuntary process.
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Case Opening

The Origin field has been moved to the first screen

Version 3 has enhanced  and streamlined the case opening process. The origin field 
(formerly known as the reopen field) is now on the first case opening screen. 
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Case Opening

No Reopen codes in the Origin drop down list

The Origin field dropdown list only offers Original, Split  and Inter-District Transfer In 
values. The Reopen fields are no longer selections in the Origin list. 
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Case Opening

Split/Transferred Date fields interact correctly

If Split or Inter-District Transfer is selected from the Origin field, a Date Split or Date 
Transferred field will appear for you to enter the date of the split or transfer. The 
problem with incorrect case numbers because of filed dates in previous years with 
split or transferred cases has now been resolved. If the case number is generated, it 
includes the year of the split/transfer rather than the original filing year; if it is 
entered by the user, the year must be equal to or earlier than the current year.
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Case Opening
Split/Transferred Case

Notice of Bankruptcy Case Filing reflects split/transfer case 
information

The Notice of Bankruptcy Case Filing now includes text describing the transfer or 
split.
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Case Opening

Docket Report now designates split case data

The Docket Report now designates a split or transferred date.
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Case Opening

Case Summary Query displays Date Split or Transferred

The Case Summary now displays the date Split or Transferred.
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Case Opening

New search by debtor’s First and Middle Names

The search screen for adding a party now includes first and middle name fields 
making the process more precise. Either the Last Name field, or SSN or Tax ID 
fields are still required and a minimum of two characters are still required in the last 
name field.
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Case Opening

Add a Debtor Screen

• No Party Role

• No pro se designation

The Party Role field has been eliminated from the case opening party Information 
screens. Now when adding a new debtor, you no longer are required to select the 
“role type”.  Debtor, Joint-Debtor, Petitioning Creditor, Defendant and Plaintiff will 
appear appropriately on case opening party screens.  The pro se field has also 
been removed from this screen. The pro se flag will be set by the system depending 
upon attorney representation in case opening or during the progress of the case. 
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Case Opening

Court can make fields on party 
information screens required.

Each court can now configure required party fields. An error message will appear 
for those fields designated as mandatory and prevent the user from proceeding. 
Other fields can generate warning messages if no entry is made.
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Case Opening

New Corporate Parent button for Judges’ 

Conflict Checking program.

All Party Information screens, including case opening, now contain a Corporate 
Parent selection. This is an optional feature that can be used for the V3 Conflict 
Checking Program to determine potential conflicts of interest for judges assigned to 
a case.  A business debtor may have a Corporate Parent if owned or affiliated with 
other companies. 
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Case Opening

Corporate Parent search screen

Before adding a new record, search to see if this business already resides on your 
system. This process is unique. This search does not search the database for 
Parties (debtors, interested parties, defendants, etc.), only Corporate Parent person 
types.
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Case Opening

Corporate Parent is a separate person type

This screen illustrates that a corporate parent is a separate person type and will not 
appear if one searches the database during AddPty routines unless this party is 
also on the database on a case as a another party type. The example above shows 
the Person search screen results where Wal-Mart is in the database as a party as 
well as a Corporate Parent. They may not even be on the same case. 
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Case Opening

Corporate Parent search results screen

If the search results in a match, the name can be added as a Corporate Parent to 
the debtor on this case. If there is no match, one should use the Create new 
corporate parent button.
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Case Opening

Add Corporate Parent screen

The Add Corporate Parent button provides only the Last Name field and presents 
the opportunity to add more than one record. An additional blank field will be 
generated after every record added. From then on, if this company  has any 
litigation with this judge’s cases, it will show up on a report and/or email to
chambers. If the user selects the Cancel Corporate Parent button, the application 
returns to the Add party screen without adding the corporate parent.
As in other places in the system, the Clear button will clear all new data added to 
this screen during this session.
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Case Opening

Statistical screen has been redesigned

The Voluntary and Involuntary designation no longer appears on the statistical 
screen. Involuntary cases are now opened through a separate menu item.
The Type of Debtor section on this screen was reformatted with Release 2.7. One 
must select one of the top selections with a radio button. Any other selections listed 
below can be picked if appropriate, but these selections with check boxes are 
optional.


